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STORM SEASON CAMPAIGN 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.46 pm]: I take this opportunity to 
advise the house of the launch of the state’s storm season campaign. WA’s bushfire season has ended in the 
southern part of the state, a season etched as one of the worst in our state’s recent history. Now it is time for 
residents to batten down the hatches and prepare their homes and properties in readiness for the storm season. 

Each year from May to October, severe storms, including tornados, thunder, lightning, hail, flash flooding and 
gale-force winds, cause major destruction to the southern half of Western Australia from Kalbarri to Albany. 
Severe storms not only cause damage to homes and businesses, they also pose a major threat to people, animals 
and the environment. According to the Insurance Council of Australia, storms cause more damage in Australia 
than cyclones, bushfires and earthquakes.  

The hailstorm in March last year was one of the worst storms in 16 years, causing more than $1.2 billion worth 
of damage to buildings, homes and cars. Emergency services personnel responded to more than 3 000 calls for 
help as a result of the storm. This year, Western Australia has already experienced two significant storm events 
prior to the official start of the storm season. A spate of bad weather following Cyclone Bianca on 29 January 
impacted Perth, the Wheatbelt, Geraldton and the Mid West. A severe storm also affected homes in Perth’s 
northern and hills areas on 28 February. 

Although severe storms cannot be prevented, there is much that people can do to limit the impact of storms on 
their communities. The storm season campaign, which is being coordinated by the Fire and Emergency Services 
Authority, targets high-risk areas, particularly along the highly populated coastal areas from Lancelin to 
Walpole, encouraging people to prepare. More information about what to do before, during and after a storm is 
available on the FESA website at www.fesa.wa.gov.au.  
 


